4 Agent’s 9 

EL PASO, Tex., Feb. 20 (AP)— Act- 
ing on instructions from her husband 
written before his death, the widow 
of a double agent for U.S. Army intel- 
ligence has filed a $22.5 million suit. 

Defendants are eight Army officers, 
an FBI agent and “party or parties 
unknown 0 in the Army, FBI and Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. 

.Military and state investigators said 
Warrent Officer Ralph J. Sigler killed 
himself in a motel room near Ft. 
Meade, Md., in April 1976 by wrap- 
ping the ends of a stripped electrical 
cord around his arms, plugging the 
cord into a wall socket and turning on 
a wall switch. 

Ilse Sigler said the Army told her 
that her husband killed himself be- 
cause he was despondent over the 
collapse of his career as a double 
agent. 

She said she received a letter from 
her husband three days after his 
death, saying in part: “Should any- 
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thing happen to me, suicide, death or 
accident, sue the U.S. Army for being 
the cause, naming specifically the fol- 
lowing defendants . . 

Named in the letter and included in 
the siut were Lt. Gen. C.J. LeVan, for- 
mer commander of Ft Bliss, Tex., 
now assigned to the Pentagon; Maj. 
Gen. H.R. Aarons, identified as Army 
assistant chief of staff for 
intelligence; Col. Donald B. Grimes of 
Ft. Meade; Warrant Officer John 
Schaaf stahl; Warrant Officer Carlos 
Zapata; and FBI agent Francis Pra- 
sek, formerly of El Paso, now as- 
signed to Phoenix. 

Not named in the letter, but in- 
cluded in the suit were Ft Meade 
Army officers Lewis Martel, who dis- 
covered Sigler’s body; Noel Jones 
and Lt CoL Carey Tomlinson, who 
conducted a special inquiry into Si- 
gler’s death at his widow’s request 

In the suit, Mrs. Sigler contends the 
defendants “either murdered Ralph J. 


Sigler or placed him in a position of 
extreme danger and failed to protect 
him and that such failure on the part 
of the defendants resulted in the 
death of Ralph J. Sigler in violation 
of the Fifth Amendment.” 

The suit said Sigler was recruited 
as a double agent in the 1960s and fed 
fake military secrets to Russians in at- 
tempts to confuse them and to learn 
identities of Russian agents. 

The Army told Mrs. Sigler that his 
spying assignment ended after he 
failed a polygraph test, indicating that 
he gave the Russians information he 
was not supposed to, the suit claims. 

Mrs. Sigler claims the Army then 
called her husband to Ft. Meade for 
debriefing, during which the defend- 
ants “subjected Sigler to an environ- 
ment which was calculated by defend- 
ants to place him under the most se- 
vere type of emotional strain.” The 
suit says that strain brought about his 
death. 


Mrs. Sigler said she has no interest 
in receiving money from the Army, 
but wants a convincing explanation of. 
what happened to her husband. 

Man Parks Auto, 

Dies of Gunshot 

A man parked his car in the 3200 
block of Naylor Road, near Suitland 
Parkway late Saturday night, got 
out, and collapsed on the sidewalk 
with a bullet in his left side, Prince 
George’s county police reported. 

James Alfred Washington, 31, of 
unknown address, was pronounced; 
dead on arrival at Greater Southeast- 
Community Hospital, police said. 

Police said they do not know if 
Washington was shot before or after 
he parked his car. There is no sus- 
pect, and the investigation is contin*' 
uing, police said. 


